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 Human Rights - this is something we all might think is under control. 
But the reality could not be more different. In the 21st century, people still 
have to face or fight against human rights violations. The specific problem 
that I have in mind is China’s re-education camps created for Uyghur 
people living in Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, northwestern 
China. But, who are Uyghurs? They are an ethnic group. They have their 
own language, they are Muslim and they have Turkish origins. They are in 
the Chinese crosshair 
mainly because of their 
religion. China is a 
c o m m u n i s t s t a t e , 
therefore no religion is 
a l l o w e d . C h i n a t o 
“protect its own society”' 
build Xinjiang Vocational 
Education and Training 
Centers - as they like to 
call it . In February, 
Human Rights Watch 
expressed its concerns about the prevailing conditions in the Xinjiang 
region. They collected evidence for mass arbitrary detention, torture, 
forced political indoctrination and mass surveillance of the Xinjiang 
region. To illustrate what it actually means, since 2014, when the camps 
were opened, more than 1 million Muslims (the majority of them Uyghurs) 
were forced to leave their houses and without any legal trial held in 
internment camps. Moreover, children and infants were transported to 
Chinese orphanages to grow up with Chinese communist values. Those 
who are lucky enough to have the privilege of living in their own house are 
under constant supervision. In fact, their identity documents are checked 
every five minutes, and there are cameras on every corner tracking every 
move of the citizens. When entering a building you need to go through 
metal detectors. But to make those people's reality even worse, some of 
them are in forced labour for major brands in the electronics, textile and 
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automotive industries. Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) 
identified 83 foreign and Chinese companies who are either benefiting 
from the use of Uyghur workers in Xinjiang or from abusive and forced 
labour transfer programs. To find out more and seek the truth, ASPI 
reached out to those 83 brands for clarification. Companies like Apple or 
Fila did not bother to respond. The other companies in their responses 
rejected the charges and expressed deep concerns for human rights.  

 The conclusion is extremely clear and foggy at the same time. 
Human rights are exposed to constant violations and the biggest brands of 
our world are washing their hands of the problem. We can say that it is just 
the way things work, but our role in this whole unfair system is to do our 
best to realize where the problem lies and what we can do to prevent it 
from happening in the future.  

 Let’s now take a look at 
the opposite side of the 
Globe - Cuba. At the 
beginning of July, Cubans 
took to the streets to protest, 
expressing their frustration 
a n d a n g e r w i t h t h e  
p r e v a i l i n g e c o n o m i c 
situation and the reluctance 
to face those challenges by 

the communist government. People protest against rising prices, 
decreasing wages and the still existing United States embargo. Today, 
because of the pandemic, which cut off tourism, one of the most 
significant sources of income, the island is exposed to the worst economic 
situation since the 1990s, when the Soviet Union collapsed. Of course, the 
United States with Joe Biden at the forefront took a stand. The U.S. 
declared that they are in full support of the Cuban people. Therefore, the 
state promised to sanction individuals responsible for Cuban people’s 
suffering. Furthermore, invoking the Magnitsky Act (a bill that authorizes 
the U.S. government to sanction those it sees as human rights offenders), 
the U.S government is freezing any assets of those who have been found 
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guilty of human rights violations. Joe Biden’s administration goal is to 
help out people, without 
interfering with the Cuban 
government. For example, they 
can provide internet access and 
loosen up the restrictions 
t ightened by the former 
president Donald Trump, 
regarding Cuban Americans 
sending money back to the 
island. Okay, but what does the 

government of Cuba say about the recent wave of public rallies? Well, the 
response has been far from positive. Media run by the state called 
demonstrators ”vandals and looters”. It is estimated by the human rights 
organizations that around 700 people are being held by the government. In 
other cases, protestors have been convicted in quick trials without the 
presence of a defence lawyer. What is ironic is that many voices on the 
streets on July 11th shouted “We are not afraid!” and now they are living 
in constant fear.   

 Peru, the not so big south 
American country is going through 
some major changes. Firstly, Peru 
has the world’s highest Covid-19 
death rate per capita. As a result of 
the pandemic, millions have lost 
their jobs and are living in extreme 
poverty. Fortunately, there is a light 
at the end of the tunnel for Peruvian 
citizens, as a new president was sworn in on the 28th of July. President 
Pedro Castello is a really interesting figure and he came out of nowhere on 
the political scene. He is the first president in years to not be associated 
with the Peruvian politician or economic elite. Pedro Castillo comes from 
a humble background; he had illiterate parents, whom he helped on their 
farm. By profession, he is a primary school teacher and he worked in this 
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field for 25 years. This year, he became a candidate in the presidential 
election and won, edging out 17 other candidates by just 44,000 votes.  

Is he really a new hope for Peru?  

 It is hard to say. Without any political past, we cannot state clearly 
what kind of politician he is or will be. Of course, like any democratically 
voted president, he has presented substantial promises and ideas on how to 
bring Peru back to life. One of his main proposals is to increase mining 
taxes to found educational reforms and build new hospitals. He has also 
promised to create 1 million new jobs within just one year. Additionally, he 
is going to try to bridge the differences in the Peruvian society, uniting the 
poor and rich. What raises the biggest concerns and controversies is a 

p romise to wr i t e a new 
constitution. However, the 
Marxist - Leninist party he 
represents does not hold the 
m a j o r i t y i n C o n g r e s s . 
Therefore, there is a great 
chance the proposal will face 
resistance and then fail. To 
present you the whole picture 
of Mr Castillo, he is a proud 

family man, he has two daughters and a wife. He is Catholic and is 
strongly against same-sex marriages, the same applies to abortion. Despite 
his early proposal to nationalize key economic sectors, he promised to 
respect private property.  

He made a lot of promises, but only time will tell which will come true.  
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